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BOOK NOTICES. 

Russia's New Era. Being Notes, Impressions and Experiences — 
Personal, Political, Commercial and Financial — of an ex- 
tended Tour in the Empire of the Tsar. By R. J. Barrett, xi 

and 292 pp., Illustrations, and Appendixes. The Financier and Bullionist, 
Limited, London, 1908. Price, 6s. 

"Russia's New Era" is an eye-opening volume on Russia, present and future, 
by a writer who has secured his information first-hand, and who is evidently very 
much in sympathy with the spirit of Russia's progress. The volume covers the 
whole field of industry and presents a more than glowing account of Russia's 
future, commercial and political. Some of the statements made are startling to 
one who thinks of Russia as a somewhat backward country with unworked possi- 
bilities. The account of the luxury of travel by the Trans-Siberian Railway, 
which is described as more comfortable than American railway travelling, seems 
almost beyond belief and at variance with the accounts generally given in English. 

The chapter on Russian Trade Openings is one of the most interesting in the 
volume, as it shows the vast possibilities for British exporters in this great realm 
and bristles with practical suggestions as to the ways to secure trade. The em- 
phasis of the indifference of the English merchants to the necessity of meeting 
local conditions, reminds one forcibly of the constantly recurring recommendations 
of our Consuls to American exporters that they pay some attention to the geo- 
graphical conditions of the country with which they are dealing. 

The chapters on Industry and Trade show with much detail the rapid develop- 
ment of Russia in all lines of industry in the last few years. These chapters, like 
those descriptive of the several sections of the empire, are full of supporting 
statistics which give a new view of Russia's power and economic strength. 

The author is sure that the reign of the present Czar will even exceed in 
significance the. famous era of Alexander the Great. The volume throughout is 
illuminating and helpful and is a valuable source of reference concerning a great 
and little understood country. Even though one can not perhaps always agree 
with the author's point of view, it is refreshing to have first-hand, valuable in- 
formation concerning a country which, for the welfare of the world, ought to be 
better understood. R. E. D. 

From Cairo to the Cataract, By Blanche Mabury Carson. 330 pp., 
48 Illustrations from Photographs, Map, and Index. L. C. Page & Co., 
Boston, 1909. Price, $2.50. 

A vivacious account of the journey up the Nile to Assuan. The book is of 
special interest to those intending to make the trip and to others who may wish 
to hear something about the usual experiences of the tourist on this excursion. 
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